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night, and at early dawn the idol is taken back to its
temple, where it remains until the next evening. This
is a most popular festival.

8. Agrahayand.

The festival of this month is what may be termed the
feast of first-fruits. It is held when the new rice is ripe.
An offering of rice, milk, and fruits, is made to the gods,
then to the great progenitors of mankind, then to the
cattle, then to the scavengers, i.e. crows and jackals,
and then the people partake of some themselves. When
it is remembered that Bengal is pre-eminently an agricul-
tural country, there is something very beautiful in an
offering of the first-fruits to the Deity in acknowledg-
ment of the fact that it is He who is the giver of all.
Often fireworks and the presentation of gifts to the
Brahmans and spiritual guides close the ceremony.
9. Poush.

In the country districts a festival more social than
religious is held in this month, called Pouskali. During
the day men go from house to house with baskets for
offerings. The gifts are. taken to the village green,
where Brahman cooks prepare the food so that all may
freely eat of it Those who have given towards the
feast are welcomed, and in friendly chat a few hours are
spent together, after which the feasters return to their
homes.

The other festival of this month is the Feast of Cakes.
This continues for three days, during which Lakshmi
and Manasa are worshipped, and in many places Sasthi
is also included. Cakes made with rice, treacle, and
milk are prepared, which are greatly liked by old and
young. On the first day of the feast the furniture is
bandaged with straw, in the hope that this will ensure
its remaining in the house.